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EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF ERITREA TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
- N - —

Mischaracterizations Surrounding Prospects for Eritrea—
United States Rapprochement

The Embassy of the State of Eritrea in Washington, D.C. takes note of the recent
article published by The Wall Street Journal on prospects for resetting relations
between Eritrea and the United States.

While the article acknowledges Eritrea’s strategic importance in the Horn of Africa
and the Red Sea corridor, it advances selective narratives with the evident intention
of undermining the timely opportunity for constructive engagement. Indeed, and in
the same vein, certain, self-styled, pundits have subsequently reverted to alarmist
interpretations across media and social platforms, recycling discredited claims and
attempting to cast unwarranted doubt on any positive trajectory in Eritrea—U.S.
relations. Such commentaries are neither objective nor constructive; essentially, they
represent hired lobbyist advocacies disguised as “independent” analysis.

A fundamental reality must be recognized. Decades of pressure, sanctions, and
isolation have not produced positive outcomes, neither for U.S. policy objectives nor
for regional stability. There is now increasing acknowledgment, even within U.S.
policy circles, that a shift towards engagement, rather than misplaced and
unwarranted coercion, is both necessary and overdue. Attempts by some
commentators to portray this shift as dangerous reveal more about entrenched biases
than about actual conditions on the ground. The persistence of such narratives, often
repeated loudly on social media without evidence, reflects a deliberate effort to
obstruct progress rather than inform public understanding.

Eritrea’s position has been consistent and principled. Since independence, it has
pursued a policy anchored in sovereignty, non-interference, and an independent
development policy that eschews structural and perpetual dependency. Eritrea does
not subscribe to dependency-based models. Instead, it promotes mutually beneficial
partnerships rooted in trade, investment, and respect for national ownership of
development priorities; an approach aligned with evolving global trends. Attempts
by certain analysts to caricature this policy orientation only expose a lack of
seriousness and analytical rigor.
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Assertions that improved relations would embolden instability lack credibility.
Eritrea has consistently upheld territorial integrity, international law, and peaceful
coexistence. Its regional policy has been guided by, and is anchored on, legitimate
security considerations and a clear commitment to stability in the Horn of Africa and
the Red Sea basin. The repeated efforts by some voices to suggest otherwise, often
in inflammatory tones, amount to little more than noise intended to distract from
substantive policy discussions.

Equally flawed is the narrative that lifting unilateral U.S. sanctions would have
negative consequences. These measures were unwarranted, selectively applied, and
counterproductive. They neither advanced peace nor served strategic interests. Their
continued defense by a narrow circle of commentators, despite clear evidence of
their legality and utility, raises questions about the motivation behind such positions.

As pronounced on several occasions, Eritrea has always been keen to cultivate a
respectful, forward-looking, and constructive engagement based on mutual respect,
non-coercion, and sovereign equality. The path forward requires moving beyond
ineffective policies and dismissing unproductive narratives, particularly those
amplified by the whimsical intent of certain individuals bent on derailing progress.
A balanced, fact-based, approach will better serve both nations and contribute to
lasting peace and stability in the region.
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